




Inspiring Connections Outdoors is a Sierra 
Club outreach program that provides free 
outdoor experiences to under-served youth, to 
help them exploring the outdoors, develop the 
skills to do it safely, and nurture a desire to 
protect natural spaces. Please visit our website 
at www.sandiegosierraclub.org
Volunteering With ICO – For information 
about volunteering with ICO, please contact 
Greg Shadoan (gregshadoan@yahoo.com).
How to Donate – We appreciate your support 
helping us to provide exciting, safe adventures 
free of charge. To receive a tax credit for your 
donation, please make your check payable to 
“Sierra Club Foundation/San Diego ICO” and 
send to:
San Diego ICO
c/o Mike Gilligan,
3446 N. Mountain View Drive,
San Diego, CA 92116
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Bill Tayler
San Diego, ICO Co-Chair

Reflections on 2020 
and Anticipating a 
Better 2021
by Bill Tayler
“Ten more minutes and then we’re leav-
ing,” I announced to the kids near and 
far climbing rocks on the Ellie Lane trail 
on a trip earlier this year.  Sitting on the 
rock next to me, a 4th grade girl named 
Delilah responded quietly, “I just want 
to stay here forever.  It’s so peaceful and 
quiet.  My house is always so noisy.”  As I 
reclined on our granite perch and gazed 
over the boulder-studded chaparral 
toward Iron Mountain, I knew exactly 
what she meant.
In a few minutes on Google, you can 

find hundreds of articles about the mental 
health benefits of spending time in nature.  
Or you can spend time listening to what 
kids tell you when they are actually out 
in nature and learn much the same thing.  
On a different trip, a sixth grader named 
Pamela told me, as we walked through 
the forest on the Sunset Trail on our way 
to Laguna Meadows, “I really like hiking 
because you don’t have time to think about 
anything other than where to put your 
feet.”  Words of wisdom worthy of John 
Muir.
On yet another trip to the Ellie Lane trail, 
I noticed Danny, a boisterous sixth grader, 
sitting quietly and alone, both of which 
were unusual for him.  When I checked 
in on him, Danny looked back at me over 
his shoulder, smiled lightly and said, “It’s 

like being in a forest.  You can hear so 
many birds.”  He then turned back to his 
bird-listening, more genuinely content 
than I had ever seen him.
And then there’s Ayleen, a fourth grader 

who, completely out of the blue, told 
me during a trip to Valley of the Moon 
in early March, “I can’t wait until I’m 
18 so I can go hiking whenever I want 
and get away from everything buzzing 
around my head.”  At just 9 years old, 
Ayleen had already learned exactly how 
healing nature can be.  That’s quite a 
connection to make at such a young 
age.  And it was about to be torn away 
from her by COVID.
Conversations like these validate the 
value of the ICO program to the kids 
we serve.  And over the last 9 months, 
while we have been unable to lead ICO 
trips, I have thought a great deal about 
how those kids need ICO trips even 
more during these exceptionally stress-
ful times, and about how much they 
will benefit from ICO trips when we are 
able to resume them.  We have missed 
taking kids on trips and have been 
frustrated at our inability to bring them 
the healing power of nature when they 
need it the most.  And we are looking 
forward to resuming trips when possi-
ble with a renewed energy, enthusiasm 
and appreciation for what we give (and 
what we get) from spending time in 
nature with kids.

“Enjoying Solitude in Valley of the Moon”



Return instructions:

Cut out this form and mail it with your check 
to:

 

8304 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, Ste #101

San Diego, California 

92111-1315

Donate online:

http://sandiegosierraclub.org/donate
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Classified Ad Rates and Information:

Sierra Club Members  (up to 25 words)  
Private party 
$10 + $.50 per additional word.  
Business-$15 + $.50 per additional word.   
Non-Members  (up to 25 words) Private 
party-$15 + $.50 per additional word.  
Business-$20 + $.50 per  additional word

Payment must be made at time of submission 
by check to: Sierra Club San Diego 
8304 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. #101 
San Diego, CA 92111  
Send ad to: info@thomascreative.com

Classified Ads Submission Deadlines for  
HiSierran Newsletter:

If you would like to submit an advertisement, 
story or article please remember these import-

ant deadlines: Upcoming Issues:  

April/May/June 2021 
Deadline March 1st 2021

To submit by email,  
please email to both: 

thomascreative2@cox.net 
richard.miller@sierraclub.org

Submissions are subject to  
approval for content and  

subject matter.

Save Trees-Opt Out  
Of The HiSierran  

Paper Edition
Enjoy The  

Full Color Online Edition
It is very expensive to mail hard copies of the 
HiSierran!  Would you rather get yours online 
and help save trees and save money for conser-
vation?   We can email you when a new copy is 

posted online with a link.  

We PROMISE we will NOT share your email.  
If you would like to get the HiSierran online,  

contact the Chapter office : 

858-569-6005 or scoffice@sierrasd.org

Like What You Are Reading?  
Support your local Chapter’s work  

in the San Diego region!

r$25   r$50  r$100  r$200  rSurprise us! $________

Please make your check payable to Sierra Club San Diego or use your credit card.

Please select payment method: 

r MasterCard  r Visa  r Discover  r American Express

Card Number: ___________________________________  CVV:______

Exp. date_________ Name on card:______________________________

Signature:___________________________________________________
Contributions to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible as they support the Sierra Club’s  

effective citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts

Land Swap contnued from page 8

After hearing all the arguments pro and con, WE WON. The 
WCB board members ruled 4-1 in to deny the land swap.  
The majority did not want to establish such a precedent. 
Also, they did not want to betray the faith of the public in 
their guidelines. The board members were pleased by the 
research of their staff on the issues and they were thankful 
for the civil public discourse. One WBC board member, 
Fran Pavley, who ruled against the land swap said, develop-
ers knew exactly what they bought. They knew the location 
of the MSCP and the Rancho Jamul Ecological Preserve 
and that it would be a roadblock for them. They must have 
thought, up till now, in San Diego County, developers always 
have the upper hand. 

In conclusion, destructive sprawl developments are still 
being planned for San Diego County.  Sierra Club San Diego 
Chapter is still fighting projects such as Otay Village 13 and 
14, Harvest Hills near Escondido and the Fanita Ranch proj-
ect in Santee.  The San Diego Chapter is fighting to preserve 
MSCP lands all over San Diego County.  The exact same 
issues are in question. We can and must come together to 
save ourselves, each other and the climate that sustains us.  By 
doing so, we can preserve our habitats, our fellow species, and 
stop our climate emergency.  
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CHAPTER STAFF

Chapter Director Richard Miller  
858-569-6005 
richard.miller@sierraclub.org

Administrative Assistant: Marty Marquez
858-569-6005
martha.marquez@sierraclub.org

Conservation Organizer: Karl Aldinger
760-331-7885
karl.aldinger@sierraclub.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meets 2nd Wednesday 6:30 pm Chapter office

Chair:  David Hogan (2021) 
760-809-9244 
hogansierraclub@gmail.com

Vice-Chair: Lisa Ross (2020) 
lisa@lisaross.com 
www.lisaross.com

Secretary: Amanda Mascia (2021)
858-880-8917
amandamascia77@gmail.com

North County Group Rep.
Pam Heatherington
pjheatherington@gmail.com  

North County Coastal Group Rep.
Sally Prendergast  
760-525-5156 
sallyp123@mac.com

Evlyn Andrade (2020)
evlyn57@gmail.com

Krista Davidson (2021)
404-790-0336
kmdavidson910@gmail.com

Cody Petterson (2022)
jcodyp@hotmail.com

David Rousseau (2022)
bayparkdr@yahoo.com

Treasurer (Non-Voting):  
Orion Hudgins
orion@orioncpa.com 

NORTH COUNTY COASTAL GROUP 
(COASTERS)
Contact Chair or check website for meeting 
information.
Chair: Sally Prendergast  
760-525-5156 
sallyp123@mac.com

NORTH COUNTY GROUP  (INLAND)
http://sierraclubncg.org
Contact Chair for time and location.
Chair: Pam Heatherington
858-524-6979
pjheatherington@gmail.com

COMMITTEES
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Meets 2nd Monday at 6:30pm
Chair: George Courser 858-231-0156
gcourser@hotmail.com
International
Call for meeting information
Jean Costa (619) 463-0721
Transportation
David Grubb  760--753-0273
DavidGrubb@sbcglobal.net
Wildlife
Renee Owens 619-201-1965
renee@wildlifezone.net
Zero-Waste
Michelle De Nicola
619-752-0379 
michelle.denicola@gmail.com 

SEAL SOCIETY
For meeting and docent information:
Ellen Shively
ellenshively@sbcglobal.net
619-479-3412

POLITICAL COMMITEE
Meets 1st Thursday at 7:00pm 
Chair: Fred Rogers
ferogers@gmail.com 

OUTINGS COMMITTEE
Meets quarterly, contact Chair for date  
and location. 
Chair:Chair:  Bob Stinton 
sd.outchair@gmail.com
Leadership Review & Safety Committee
Chair: Michael Taylor (619 -948-2062) 
sd.lrsc@gmail.com
Meets quarterly, call for information.
Bus Trips
Mike Fry (858) 248-3630
Chapter Outings Leadership Training (COL)
Stefanie Maio 
sd.col.training@gmail.com
Pacific Crest Trail
Rob Langsdorf (858) 454-4777
SDSCPCTS@yahoo.com

WILDERNESS BASICS COURSE (WBC)
Held annually beginning in January 
San Diego
Bryan Pray
info@wildernessbasics.com
www.wildernessbasics.com
Escondido
Kelly Conrad
slpypup@gmail.com
www.wbc.sierraclubncg.org

SECTIONS & SOCIAL COMMITTEES
Bicycle
Call for meeting information. Jerry Fitzsimmons
(858) 224-3437 Membership@sdscbs.org.
www.sandiegosierraclub.org/get-outdoors/
bicycle

Photography
www.sandiego.sierraclub.org
Steven Cirone
stevencirone@gmail.com
Social Sierrans-  formerly Singles
Beverly Kanawi
bev.kanawi@gmail.com

INSPIRING CONNECTIONS OUTDOORS 
(ICO)
Call or check website for meeting information.
www.sandiegosierraclub.org
Chair: Bill Tayler, (858) 272-8574
btayler@taylerlaw.com

PROGRAM COMMITTEES
Fundraising/Membership
Richard Miller (858) 569-6005
richard.miller@sierraclub.org
Hi Sierran Newsletter
Managing Editor: Judy Thomas
thomascreative@cox.net

SIERRA TALKS, MONTHLY PROGRAM
1st Friday of every month 
Program Manager: Ernest “EL” Lotecka 
(760) 533-2725 
sdwalks@interactor.cc

 Committees & Contact Information   

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all in-person meetings have been cancelled and meetings have moved on-line or by 
phone conference.  Please check our Activities Calendar  

(http://sandiegosierraclub.org/news/activities-calendar/) on how you can participate.



 
San Diego Chapter
8304 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. #101  
San Diego, CA 92111
On the north side & just west of the 163.
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm  
Phone: 858-569-6005
www.sandiegosierraclub.org

Seal Society Docents 
Improving Life for La 
Jolla’s Sea Lion Rookery
by Carol Archibald and Ellen Shively
Seal Society Docents spend most of 
their time educating visitors and look-
ing out for the safety and welfare of the 
sea lions and visitors at Point La Jolla and 
Boomer’s Beach. To this end, we have spo-
ken to the City Council’s Environment 
Committee, Parks and Recreation 
Department, and NOAA leaders for over six 
months to bring attention to the public’s lack 
of awareness for the animal’s well being and 
to lessen the horrendous human harassment 
we have witnessed at this Rookery.
The annual birthing season for sea lions is June and July.  
This past summer, 200 or more visitors were observed by 
Docents to illegally touch, pet, take selfies, pick up pups, and 
repeatedly disturb these animals on a continual basis.  The 
Federal MMPA, State Wildlife laws, and the City Municipal 
Code were mainly ignored.  In September and October, City 
Rangers working only weekends counted over 400 instances 
of visitors mistreating the sea lions; unaware that these are 
wild animals in their natural habitat and not a petting zoo!
Sea lion pups cannot swim for 2 - 3 months after birth and 
are in great danger of drowning when people block their path 
to the beach, such as during high tides.  Pups can’t forage for 
food until they are 8 months old, which is why mothers may 
nurse them for up to a year.  In addition, if humans touch a 
young pup, the mother may reject it, leaving it to starve.
Human safety is another reason why people must keep a rea-
sonable distance from sea lions. If they are too close, sea lions 
may growl, bite, or chase intruders away.  The terrain at these 
beaches is uneven sandstone and slippery, causing many visi-
tors to lose their balance and fall.
We have begun to circulate two petitions:  1) to contin-
ue to assign City Rangers to the Rookery; and 2) to close 
the Rookery to visitors during Pupping Season from June 

 

Docent Name Danie Tackoor 

Date 11.22.20 

Time 2-4 pm 

Tide Position High tide - 3:24 pm 

Seal Numbers (+ pups) 62 pups and adults  

People Educated 18 

Harassment (barking, blocking, nipped) 2 instances of people blocking the sea lions. 
Both times the sea lions were trying to come 
up the rocks from the ocean.  

Flushing N/A 

Petting, touching 0 

Selfies 0 

Falling 0 

Dogs 1 - man brought his dog onto the rocks and 
when told about the rules politely went back 
upstairs. 

  

 

1st to October 31st. Please sign these petitions, which are posted 
on the Sierra Club website, within the next month  to support these 
efforts. We thank you! 

Photo: Docents have been extremely busy educating the public and protecting 
the sea lions.  The photo depicts docents Danielle Tackoor, Ellen Shively, and 
Robyn Davidoff, with our official banner.

Seal Society Incident Reporting Form


